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Should individuals who 
have been infected with 
SARS-CoV-2 still be 
vaccinated against 
COVID-19? 

What the research says  

Research indicates that following SARS-Cov-2 
infection the majority of individuals develop an 
immune response although the extent of 
immunity is not clear and infection control 
methods should continue to be employed. An 
initial antibody response appears to decline 
over weeks following an active infection as 
would be expected. Infection also appears to 
stimulate a robust T cell response that may 
provide long lasting immunity. The duration of 
immunity following COVID infection has been 
shown to extend to at least 6 months and 
research is ongoing to address this question. 
 

What this means for your clinical 

practice 

• COVID-19 vaccination should be offered to 

all eligible individuals according to local 

guidance, regardless of prior SARS-CoV-2 

infection status. 

• As the degree of immunity provided by 

previous SARS-CoV-2 infection is not clear 

all patients, regardless of prior infection  

 

 

 

 

status, should be advised to continue to 

observe social distancing and infection 

control measures according to local 

guidance. 
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