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International Primary Care Respiratory Group 

Promoting good clinical respiratory practice 

through research and education.  



What is the IPCRG? 

• An organisation of organisations 

• Established in 2000 and incorporated as a 

charity in Scotland  

• Currently 31 member countries with over 

an estimated 150,000 primary care doctors 
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1. The value of primary care in respiratory disease 

and tobacco dependence 

2. Practical peer-led training and education 

3. Integrated care involving patients, multi-

disciplinary health and social care 

4. Production of real life evidence that feeds into 

guidelines  

5. Solutions that reduce exposure to indoor smoke 

6. Right incentives for primary care to support 

patients to stop smoking  

7. Universal access to good quality inhaled 

medicines and training in how to use them  

8. IPCRG can leverage major clinician-led  

 change working locally, collaborating globally 

Our beliefs 



What we do? 
• Provide primary care voice in major EU projects:    UBIOPRED 

• UNLOCK COPD and asthma 

• FRESH AIR Vietnam,  

Uganda, Kyrgyzstan, Greece 

• Build capacity 

 E-Faculty in Vietnam,  

     Romania, Chile 

 E-Quality in Bangladesh,  

      Sri-Lanka, India, Brazil, FYR Macedonia 



• UNLOCK - Uncovering and Noting 

Long-term Outcomes in COPD and 

asthma to enhance Knowledge  

• Protocol summary published in Primary 

Care Respiratory Journal (2010); 19(4): 

408 

• An international collaboration between 

primary care researchers to coordinate 

and share datasets of relevant 

diagnostic and follow-up variables for 

COPD and asthma management in 

primary care 

UNLOCK: using real life primary 

care population data 



Increasing capability + capacity 

• FRESH AIR 

 Vietnam 

 Uganda 

 Kyrgyzstan 

 Greece 

Fresh Air project 

•Identifying COPD 

•Smoking 

•Biomass fuels 

•Supported by WHO GARD 

and EU 

 

•In line with Airways ICP 

strategy 

 



Increasing capability + capacity in 

research 

• E-Faculty 

 Vietnam 

 Romania 

 Chile 

E-Faculty Equip one primary care research-

aspiring country with the skills to conduct high 

quality original research .....[in the field of] chronic 

respiratory disease and appropriate respiratory 

management 



Understanding what actually 

happens 

• July 2013 published 

First ever 

international 

mapping of primary 

care use of national 

respiratory 

guidelines 

 



Delivering value for 

respiratory research 

 • Undertaken within primary care 

• Recruiting populations representative of primary care 

patients 

• Evaluating interventions realistically delivered within 

primary care 

• Drawing conclusions meaningful to professionals 

working within primary care 

Formerly Primary Care Respiratory Journal 

Impact Factor of 2.504 



Published by Nature 

Diagnostic challenges 

Cost-effectiveness  

Exposure for IPCRG conference abstracts 

“How to” eg improving adherence 

Population health  

Online, open access 



What changes clinical 

behaviour: E-Quality 

Bids for small scale educational 

interventions to improve 

respiratory diagnosis treatment 

and care 

Bangladesh, Sri-Lanka, India, 

Brazil,  

FYR Macedonia 



FYR Macedonia, Ohrid, 1-2 May 

2015 

  

Symposium Antibiotics in 

Primary Health Care: field for 

improvement. Results from 

the E-Quality program 

2014/2015 



São Bernardo do Campo, São 

Paulo, Brazil, 29-30 June 2015 

Matrix Project 



Educational products 



National 

educational 

workshops 

• Primary care led 

• Address real life questions: infant 

wheeze, case-finding in COPD, 

stop smoking in 3 minutes… 

• Adapted for local situation and 

resources 

• Springboard for local group 

 



Research meetings + World 

conferences 



Building on the success of Athens 2014…. 



Portugal, 2018 



WHO-GARD 

• Primary care reps on Planning Executive 

• Demonstration projects in Vietnam, Bangladesh, 

Uganda and Kyrgyzstan 

• All national action plans should involve primary care 

 

 

 

 



And what’s new? 

• First scientific meeting in Asia Pacific 

• First respiratory research school 

• First school prize winner 

• Three IPCRG directors on rejuvenated 

WHO-GARD 

• President Elect attending WHO CRD 

Technical Meeting 5/6 October 2015 

• 2017 meetings in Europe and Sri Lanka 

• 2018 9th World Conference in Portugal 

• European Commission Horizon 2020: FRESH 

AIR 3m euro Implementation Science 

project combatting chronic respiratory 

disease 

 

 



To conclude, IPCRG is 

• Independent 

• Work in low, middle and high income countries (aligned 

to NCD Alliance, Union) 

• Aligned to primary care (WONCA Europe and global) 

• Aligned to respiratory care (ERS, GARD, EAACI, ARIA, 

WAO, Airways ICP) 

• Supported by patients (ELF, EFA, GAAPP, COPD 

Coalition) 

• Communities of practice: research, education, care 

delivery 

• Because primary care, can tackle multiple morbidities 

 



• Scaling up in Asia Pacific, in South America, in 

parts of Europe where family practice less 

developed 

• Primary care is more than general practice 

 Scaling up from GP-oriented to primary care 

oriented 

• Getting respiratory interventions on the WHO 

best buy list 

Our challenges 



 

Thank you for your attention! 


